apply the text to contemporary situations—as homiletical material for our
Christian journey.
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words or concepts are highlighted on the screen as they are being discussed.
On the Zondervan Academic website, students can access companion
materials. They include five-minute videos and “flash cards” of terms from
each chapter. Instructors can register to receive teaching resources that
include convenient PowerPoint slides and an instructor's manual having
helpful chapter summaries, learning objectives, and a bank of test questions.

Moral Choices has many strengths. Scott Rae begins by making the case for a
transcendent, objective, and universal moral law, in contrast to contemporary
society’s appeal to ethical relativism. The core assumption of Rae’s ethical
teaching is that “the ultimate source for morality is not God’s commands but
God’s character” (68, emphasis his). | agree with Rae that “at its heart,
Christian ethics is a blend of both virtues and principles” (68). He is an
unapologetic proponent of the sanctity of human life and the traditional one-
man, one-women marriage. While these hot-button topics are sometimes
difficult to discuss in the classroom, Rae writes and presents those topics in a
winsome way which should not give offense to those students who might have
competing views. Rae has a lucid writing style, but he does not hesitate to
dive into complex philosophical concepts (e.g., “The Ring of Gyges” and the
Euthyphro dilemma). The text is replete with biblical passages and textboxes
that highlight chapter themes with real-world cases or biographical material.
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very good, the videos consist of short presentations by Rae, which are rather
dry and could stand to be improved with images and other visual content.
Another shortcoming of the DVD lectures is that they sometimes refer to
chapter and page numbers that match older editions of the text, which can be
confusing.

I recently adopted Moral Choices for a Christian Ethics course, and, so far, |
am glad I did. | got a sense that students did read the book (in contrast to
other textbooks | had used in the past). While Lutheran instructors will find
the need to explain some textbook content in light of confessional teaching
and make some tweaks to the PowerPoint slides, much of the content can be
used as is. Scott Rae is an unabashed advocate for the dignity of the human
person from conception until temporal death. He does not apologize for
applying normative biblical principles. The textbook is most suitable for a
university setting, but it could also be used in upper-level high school courses
and even for an in-depth Bible class series about Christian ethics. Rae
presents biblical ethical principles in a straightforward way so that
instructors with a minimal amount of theological and/or philosophical
training can teach ethics competently.

Kevin E. Voss
Philosophy Department
Concordia Center for Bioethics
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